BOOK   IV
THE SEEING OF INDIA

CHAPTER  XVIII
THE GREAT GAZETTE

THE REEL OF THE WAY'

I USE perhaps this term 'The Way' too lightly seeing that
it is the name of the holy rule of Life that Prince Gautama
the Buddha taught, but it does express what the true sight-
seer, the tamasha bin in the pleasant-sounding Persian, should
feel. The earlier chapters of this book aim at showing the
living India, in its facts of history and daily life, its colourful
yet simple details, its vast peasantry waiting on the sun and
the rain and the Will of God, and the life of our British
people who have restored the edifice. If they have been at
all helpful to those who would understand the great problem
to which fate has married Britain, perhaps it may now be
useful to suggest how to get there, and to present what may
be worth seeing to those who come.

To see India as a visitor is of course a contradiction in
terms. Who can see 1,800,000 square miles and 353,000
peoples or 500,000 villages? Even those who spend their
lives there do not do that. Those who live for ever in the
land see little more than their own corner, at best their own
province. Perhaps the question of 'seeing* India resolves
itself into 'What can I see in the time', and too often 'with
the money at my disposal?' To this must be added another
quite different question, perhaps a self-searching one, 'What
do I want to see?' Do I want to go where the English go?
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